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Bonnie Doepker, Editor

From the University
Librarian

Scholarly Communication formed,
and recommendations were forthcoming on how to provide access to electronic publications on campus.
There were a number of facility
improvements in the Dunbar Library
including the opening of the new Current Periodicals Reading Room with
open shelf access for faculty and students; the dedication of the Higher
Education Reading Room associated
with the Center for Teaching and
Learning; the relocation of the AfricanAmerican Collection to a more convenient location on the second floor; and
the relocation and renovation of the
Music Library in the Creative Arts
Building.
We completed the serials review
and cancellation process and initiated
some new serial subscriptions. (Further information about serials appears
elsewhere in this issue.)

Annual Report, 1991-92
During the past year, the University Libraries witnessed significant activity, and the current academic year
promises to be just as exciting.

Accomplishments for FY 1991 -92. In
spring 1992 we renamed the University
Library in honor of Paul Laurence
Dunbar. This recognized the increased importance of multicultural diversity on campus and helped create a
welcoming academic environment in
the Libraries for minority students. Related to the rededication, the Libraries
unveiled the Dunbar Electronic Text
Project to convert all of Dunbar's work
to computer-readable text.
During the year we merged the
administrations of the Dunbar Library
with the Fordham Health Sciences Library to form the University Libraries.
The merger has already resulted in
improved cooperation, better coordination of services, expanded work by
the Friends of the Libraries, elimination of duplication in some bibliographic and administrative functions,
and more consistent circulation and
course reserve policies.
The University Libraries and the
affiliated hospital libraries became one
of the first in the state to implement
OhioLINK. [See the OhioLINK article
in this issue for further information.]
The University Librarian's Task
Force on Electronic Publishing and

Goals for FY 1992 - 93. During the current academic year, the Libraries intend to:
• Develop strategies to control the
cost of information, particularly of
serials. (See the article on "The Good
News About Serials" in this issue.)
• Begin to assess our current collections and seek faculty input on a
draft collection development
policy.
• Finalize plans for the Regional Storage Facility and engage faculty in a
dialog concerning the criteria for
selecting materials to be housed in
the facility.
• Seek additional opportunities for
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increased cooperation with key area
and OhioLINK institutions such as
Miami University, the University of
Cincinnati, and the University of
Dayton.
Undertake a thorough review of our
approval plan and of all of our vendors.
Complete the work of the Task
Force on Electronic Publishing and
Scholarly Communication.
Complete implementation of the
initial phase of OhioLINK system,
including making available the
statewide library catalog and the
first external databases of indexing
and abstracting services.
Implement the new University Libraries CD-ROM network of indexes and abstracts. These services
will be available in the Libraries or
from the office or home.
Develop a survey instrument to
measure user satisfaction with library programs and services.
Expand the user education in upper-level and graduate courses.
Increase the frequency and quality
of communication between the Libraries, faculty, and students.
Increase responsiveness to the
needs of our users. (For example, to
keep abreast of faculty concerns and
interests, I recently extended an offer to all department chairs to attend
meetings with department faculty
during the academic year.)

—Arnold Hirshon, University Librarian
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The Good News
About Serials

the Libraries are most grateful for this
welcome increase and for the continued commitment to strengthening the
Libraries demonstrated by this univer-

Over the past year or two, so much
has been said about problems with library journal subscriptions that it is
nice to have a number of good items to
report for a change. A number of steps
have been taken lately to both improve
and expand the availability of serial
information on campus and to provide
expanded access to information off
campus.
Increase in Materials and Access
Budget. In 1990, President Mulhollan
committed to increase the base budget
for library materials and access by
$200,000 over a three-year period. Despite the difficult financial times in
Ohio, President Mulhollan met that
commitment in FY 1991-92 with the
first installment of $65,000. For FY
1992-93, President Mulhollan exceeded that commitment by accelerating the schedule and providing the
final $130,000 increase within the current fiscal year rather than spreading it
out over two fiscal years. Therefore, the
FY 1992-93 budget includes a one-time
increase of $65,000 more than expected, and reflects an ongoing base
budget that is $200,000 greater than
that in FY 1990.
Preliminary comparative data
from other Ohio state universities indicates that this rise in the WSU materials
and access budget for the Dunbar Library is significantly higher than average. From FY 1991 through 1993, the
average allocation for library materials
and access at other state universities
decreased by 4%, while the rate of increase for the Dunbar Library was
19.3%. The Wright State FY 1993 increase over FY 1992 allocation of 14%
ranks as the highest of the state universities reporting. Seven other institutions reported a decrease in allocation
ranging from less than 1% to as high as
55%, with an average decrease of
13.2%. Only two institutions other than
WSU reported an increase: Cleveland
State at 7.8% and Youngstown at 4.8%.
With current projections for serials
inflation averaging at 10% for domestic
titles and 20% or more for foreign titles,

sity.
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New Serial Titles Added. Serials
cancellations received much attention
last year. However, what may have
been overlooked was that one purpose
of the review was to generate funds to
relieve the pent-up demand for the
purchase of much-needed new journal
titles. From 1991 to 1992, the Dunbar
and Fordham Libraries collectively
added 85 new titles costing $23,269 to
support new and existing academic
programs. To select the new titles, collection development librarians gathered suggestions from faculty and reviewed lists of titles most frequently
requested through Interlibrary Loan.
Lists of the new titles are available both
from deans' offices and at each of the
Libraries.
OhioLINK.In August, the new local OhioLlNK became available, and in
early November the connection became available both to the central database and the first of the external databases. The latter made available for the
first time remote access to periodical
abstracting and indexing services.
Over the course of this year we will
convert our serials holdings from the
printed serials lists to OhioLINK. This
will make "one-stop searching" possible to identify not only the call number for retrospective volumes, but also
whether a particular issue has yet been
received by the Libraries.
Washington Post Available
Online. Through a collaborative effort
of the University Libraries and the
Computing and Telecommunication
Services (CaTS), the Washington Post is
now available online on the campus
network.
The service, which is posted seven
days per week, covers all articles contained in the print edition except for the
advertisements and those articles for
which the Post does not hold the copyright (such as syndicated editorials).
The text can be read, downloaded to
disk, extracted to one's work files, or
searched as free text. There are no
charges for these services.

The Post currently is available
through the NEWS function on "Desire," and users must have a valid Desire account to access the newspaper.
Work is under way to make access
more user friendly. Full text of the articles from the newspaper are posted
daily. For further information on how
to access the Post, contact the Reference
and Research Services Department at
Dunbar Library (ext. 2925) or at the
Fordham Health Sciences Library (ext.
2005).

New Electronic Journal Subscriptions. Under the auspices of the Task
Force on Electronic Publishing and
Scholarly Communication, and in collaboration with CaTS, the University
Libraries are providing faculty and students with access to our first three electronic journals: Interpersonal Computing
and Technology, Psycholoquy, and

Postmodern Culture.
New Task Force Forming on Controlling the Cost of Information. In the
aftermath of the serials cancellation
project, faculty are becoming increasingly aware that the Libraries can help
faculty secure the information they
need through networking. In addition
to the traditional interlibrary loan
mechanisms, OhioLINK holds the
promise of faster identification of material and faster delivery if the title is
held at a member institution. The
Wright State University Libraries are
also exploring electronic delivery
through commercial document delivery services.
To explore these and other options
concerning campus ownership and access, the Task Force on Controlling the
Cost of Information will be appointed
very soon. Composed largely of faculty
members, the task force will consider
such issues as the role of cooperative
access and collection development; the
indexing of the materials and access
(acquisitions) budget for inflation; the
development of an ongoing serials review process; the impact of new methods of information delivery, including
documents on demand; guidelines for
the transfer of serial backfiles to the
Regional Storage Facility; and how to
involve faculty in national efforts to
reduce the rise in the cost of scholarly

communication through the publication and dissemination of their own
research and publications. The task
force will be expected to issue its report
by spring 1993 to allow adequate time
for review of its recommendations by
the Academic Council University Library Committee.

kinds of call numbers. By winter quarter it should also be possible to search
keywords in subject headings and to
download the results of a search to
disk.
From the opening screen, one option is Library INFORMATION, including facts about OhioLINK, user
services in the Dunbar and Fordham
Libraries, circulation policies, and tips
on how to search the catalog.
Some improvements over COLS
that users will see include much improved response time and the fact that
a keyword search may be performed
from the introductory menu.
Often library users enjoy browsing
through the books on the shelf. With
OhioLINK browsing can be done right
at the computer. OhioLINK has the
This fall there are a number of new ability to display a list of books in the
electronic library services being made same order as they appear on the shelf.
available to faculty and students
It is also possible to limit a search to
through OhioLINK. All of the services avoid having to review too many
described below are available free of records. Searches may be limited by
charge, and users may gain access to all year of publication, by language, by
of the OhioLINK services through ter- format, or by library location. Users
minals located in the Libraries, may employ multiple limiters to a
through the university network, or search. If, for example, you are looking
through dial access procedures. It is not for a new map of eastern Europe, the
necessary to have an individual ac- year limit and the format of material
count on Desire to use OhioLINK. In can be used to make the search very
addition to the overview in this article, specific.
detailed information is available from
Central Catalog and External Dathe Reference and Research Services tabases. As of November, OhioLINK
Departments at both libraries.
users have been able to access two new
Local Online Catalog. In August, services. The first is the OhioLINK centhe Libraries introduced the new com- tral online catalog. This database iniputerized OhioLINK library catalog. tially contains the catalog information
OhioLINK, which replaced the COLS for the University of Cincinnati, Miami
online public access catalog, is the University, Central State University,
statewide library and information net- Wright State, and Bowling Green State
work that will link the libraries of the 15 University. The holdings will be added
state universities, the University of soon from both Case Western UniverDayton, Case Western Reserve Univer- sity and for the Center for Research
sity, and the State Library of Ohio.
Libraries (CRL), of which Wright State
Users of the new catalog will notice is a member. Users should place rethat searching the new catalog is easier quests with Interlibrary Loan for CRL
than in COLS. OhioLINK has a "menu" materials located through the
list of choices on each screen to lead the OhioLINK catalog.
user through a search in a logical and
Another new feature was the apstraightforward manner. The user has pearance of "external databases" of
the option of searching for a title, an electronic abstracting and indexing
author, words in a title or series, Li- services. Initially users can search
brary of Congress subject headings, ABI / Inform (a business database), PeMedical subject headings from the Na- riodicals Abstracts, and Newspaper
tional Library of Medicine, or various Abstracts. Work is also under way to

OhioLINK

OhioLINK

provide access to Dissertation Abstracts International.
Remote Access. There are two
ways to access the local and central
catalog, and the external databases.
• For terminals connected to the university (Desire) network, at the
USERNAME prompt type libnet.
Note that this MUST be typed in
lowercase. The OhioLINK public access menu will then appear. When
your session is complete, choose H
(hangup) to log off.
• For Dial Access users (1200 or 2400
baud), set the software parameters
to 8 databits, 1 stop bit, no parity,
full duplex, XON/ XOFF. Dial 8734231. After receiving the "CONNECT" prompt, hit the return key
until LOCAL> appears. At that
prompt, type C LIBRARY. At the
USERNAME prompt type libnet.
Note that this MUST be typed in
lowercase. The OhioLINK public access menu will then appear. When
your session is complete, choose H
(hangup) to log off.
For further information about the
databases and access to them, please
consult with the Reference and Research Services Departments at the
Dunbar Library or the Fordham Health
Sciences Library.

Changes in Library
Services
Direct Reciprocal Borrowing Arrangements. Agreements are nearing
completion to enable faculty and students to have direct borrowing privileges at all OhioLINK member institutions and at nearly all SOCHE member
libraries. Different loan limits (such as
the length of loan or the number of
items that may be borrowed) may apply depending upon the participating
institution.
Although direct borrowing privileges have been available for some time
for faculty, this will be the first time that
widespread privileges will be available
for students.
Until these agreements are final,
Wright State has in effect interim
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agreements with the University of Dayton and many of the SOCHE institutions to enable students to use and borrow directly from other libraries.
For further information about the
services available, please contact the
Information Delivery Departments at
the Dunbar Library (ext. 2525) or the
Fordham Health Sciences Library (ext.
2003).

WSU Photo ID Used as Library
Card. In the past, the University Libraries issued our own library cards for
faculty and students. These cards typically were either green and white from
the Dunbar Library or orange from the
Fordham Health Sciences Library.
These cards will not be valid after January 3, 1993. The Wright State University
photo ID is now used as your library
card. Photo ID's can be obtained from
9 a.m.-11 a.m. and 2 p.m.-4 p.m. at
University Media Services, Room 050
Millett Hall. Please be sure to bring
your photo ID with you on your next
visit to the library so we can add your
photo ID number to our records.

Harbage Room Collection Relocated. The Mary Harbage Children's
Literature Collection, which includes
numerous illustrated editions by
Arthur Rackham and other rare
children's literature materials, moved
this summer from Room 342 of the
Dunbar Library to Room 441/442. The
collections are accessible through request at the Special Collections and
Archives Department. A rededication
ceremony is under consideration.

Wright State
University
University Libraries
Dayton, Ohio 45435

FHSL Interlibrary Loan Office Relocated. The Fordham Health Sciences
Library Interlibrary Loan office is now
located in room 125E.

Staff News
Arnold Hirshon spoke in New
York City at the NYSERNet Conference in September on "Library Electronic Networking: What Is It? What
Should It Be?"
Karen Kimber recently coauthored The Who: an Annotated Bibliography, 1965 through 1990 (MacFarland
& Company, 1992).
Two retired area librarians began
as volunteer workers at Fordham
Health Sciences Library in October.
Joan Hardy, formerly director of Miami Valley Hospital Library, began
working with special collections at
Fordham on October 22. Fran LaSalle,
formerly reference librarian at
Fordham, began volunteering October
14 in the Reference Department.

Friends of the
Libraries News
Friends Board. The Friends of the
Wright State University Libraries began the new academic year with a new
slate of officers. The officers for this
year are Edward Leach, President;
Carol-Julia McAulay, Vice-President;

Jane C. Rininger, Secretary; Crete
Vandeval, Treasurer; Glenna
Reynolds, Program Chair.
Members of the Board for this academic year are Huntting Brown, William Cassel, Virginia Hanson, Arnold
Hirshon (ex-officio), Scott Hoskins (exofficio), Betsie Jefferis, Jo Leach, Tina
Lofino, Sandra Low, Martin Maner,
Domaine Vonada, Mary Lou White,
and Roz Young.
Friends Privileges. Remember that
Friends members are entitled to free
library cards. The $20 annual individual membership fee entitles Friends
members to one free library card, and
the $25 annual family membership entitles members to two free cards.
Contributions. To honor someone
or to celebrate a special occasion, consider making a contribution to the
Friends of the Libraries. All contributions are tax deductible, and your gift
will be acknowledged to the family or
person being remembered. Contributions maybe made either to the Friends
operating account to cover current expenses, or to the Friends Endowment,
which will ensure that your gift keeps
giving year after year. For further information about making gifts to the
Friends or to the Libraries, please contact Robert Smith, Library Development Officer, at 873-2011.

